tlons are based on the results of written tests, a formal interview,
and a background investigation, with the top ranked Individuals in
each of the system's selection categories being those who are afford-
ed consideration for the available openings.

DEA has processed almost 1*1,000 special agent applications in the
last two years.    For FY 198*1, we expect to hire approximately 300 new
special agents.    EEA currently has a pool of cleared applicants from
which applicants are selected to attend Basic Agent Training.

I asked the preaeeding questions as background to a concern about the
merger of the FBI and DEA agents.    W& keep hearing that a merger is
in the millf but with the differences in their qualifications and the
fact that the FBI is Exaepted Serv-ioe* while the DEA ie Civil Serv-
icet I do not see hoa that can happen.    Do you foreee a merger of the
agents and under what conditions?

At present there are no plans to merge the FBI and the DEA.    We
have, as you know, studied the situation extensively, and we are
Joining in projects designed to create efficiency of operation and
cost savings.    As you point out,  one of the primary difficulties in
any proposed merger Is the Excepted Service versus Civil Service
status of the personnel.

Organized J/rlme^ Drug Enforcement

In the 1984 budget it was anticipated that $13, 656^000 of the 1983
appropriation for Organised Crime Drug Enforcement would be carried
forward to fiscal 1984.    The 1985 budget ehoua that the unobligated
balance at the end of FY 1983 was actually $18>143fQOO.

The original 1983 appropriation only permitted $18,000*000 to remain
available beyond the end of FY 1983.    Hou is it that an additional
$143,000 was carried forward?

What accounts for th& difference between the $13,656^000 unobligated
balance originally projected and the $18t143,QOO actually unobligated
at the end of FY 1983?

What is that difference being applied to in FY 1984?

Public Law 97-377, Continuing Appropriations for 1983, made available
until expended $18,000,000 for the construction of new facilities and
for constructing, remodeling and equipping buildings and facilities
at existing detention and correctional institutions.    In the 1981
budget it was anticipated that $13,656,000 of this amount would be
deferred for several expansion projects which could not be completed
In FY 1983 due to the tine required for planning, design efforts and
selection of contractors.   In actuality, however, $14,743,000 was
carried forward Into 1981 for this purpose.

In addition to this carry-over authority, P.L. 98-63, 1983 Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, granted further carry-over authority of
$9,619,000 for under-cover operations and $14,000,000 for purchase
of automated data processing and telecommunications equipment.   For
these reasons the actual amount carried forward Into FY 1984 is
greater than the amount specified In the original 1983 appropriation.

-163-rise, and even the amount of expenditure to be made,
